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Commencement 
Westcliff University’s commencement ceremony took place on Sunday, July 29th at City                       
National Grove of Anaheim. (See additional pictures below)  ​Congrats graduates!!!  

 
Professor Hirashiki, Wenxin (Emily) Xue, Chinyere Ikpoh, Dr. Ciancio, Tuyen Duong Bich, Professor Outcault-Hill 

 



 

SyBER 
The Second Annual International Symposium on Business and Education Research (SyBER)                     
was held Thursday, June 28, 2018 from 6-9 pm at Westcliff University in Irvine. All students,                               
alumni, and faculty of Westcliff University were encouraged to submit a proposal to                         
present preliminary or completed results from research or other relevant work, for                       
example course research papers, presentations, or Comprehensive Learning Assessments                 
(CLAs). See below for the different submissions! 

 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Other Events & Information 

 

Did you know that JSTOR has a free version? You can create a free ​MyJSTOR ​account and                                 
read up to 3 articles every 2 weeks with Register & Read. Look for the “Read Online Free”                                   
button above the article. 

The ​CATESOL 2018 Annual Conference The conference dates are December 6-9, 2018 in                         
Anaheim, California.  

Speaking of ​CATESOL​, ​student ​memberships are now $25/year, including: publications,                   
access to job banks, twice-monthly e-bulletins, e-discussion group membership, and                   
discounts on CATESOL events. 

Looking for a volunteer opportunity? ​Original Volunteers offers low cost supervised                     
programs for students in education, health, IT, conservation, and construction in                     
developing countries worldwide. Founded in 2006 in the UK, Original Volunteers broke                       
into the market, offering affordable volunteering opportunities abroad for students on                     
small budgets who want to experience a new culture and environment first hand.   

School of Leadership Afghanistan (SOLA) is looking for volunteers. The founder of the                         
school, Shabana Baij-Rashikh, was one of the keynote speakers at the 2018 TESOL                         
Convention in Chicago, IL. She spoke about her life as a girl in Afghanistan after 9/11, her                                 
underground education, and her passion for the development of girls’ education in                       
Afghanistan. The school is currently looking for female volunteers to work as online ESL                           
tutors to teach young girls in Afghanistan one hour per week via Zoom. ​SOLA 

Preston Hoppers​, one of Dr. Ciancio’s previous students, just opened a tutoring service and                           
is looking to hire additional tutors. If any teachers are interested in applying to tutor ESL                               
through Skype (approximately $20/hour), please inquire by sending a direct email as well                         
as your resume to ​pbhoppers@gmail.com 

Hancock International College is currently seeking educators to join the HIC Private Tutoring             
Program. This program was designed to directly address the specific needs of individual             
students, which could range from basic conversation practice to resume creation and interview             
skills to standardized test preparation. ​Minimum Qualifications: ​Excellent proficiency in          
English, B.A. (preferably in a field related to teaching/education) or TESOL Certificate, relevant             
experience in teaching/training. ​If interested, please contact the HIC Director of Education,             
William Arbuthnott,​ directly through ​Warbuthnott@hancock.edu  

 

http://about.jstor.org/rr
http://about.jstor.org/rr
https://catesol2018.wixsite.com/conference.
http://www.catesol.org/membership
https://www.originalvolunteers.co.uk/
http://www.sola-afghanistan.org/
mailto:pbhoppers@gmail.com
mailto:Warbuthnott@hancock.edu


 

Message from the Dean of Education 

It is with great pride, sense of accomplishment, and satisfaction that we can announce that               
Westcliff University has been granted regional accreditation by WSCUC (WASC Senior College            
and University Commission)! This new accreditation is a recognition of years of hard work and               
dedication to quality teaching and learning experiences at WU. I would like to thank all of the                 
College of Education faculty who helped to make this a reality.  

In addition, Westcliff has moved to a new campus! We are now located at ​16715 Von Karman                 
Avenue, #100, Irvine, CA 92606​, which is about 3.8 miles away from the current location. Now                
we have lots of room for growth and new spaces for leisure, meetings, classes. We hope to see                  
you there soon! 

Students 

Wenxin Xue, ​also known as Emily, is from the ancient city of Xi’an in              
China. She majored in Biological Engineering for her undergraduate         
degree, but her passion lies in languages and cross-cultural         
communication. After four years of learning and improving her         
English with several native speaker English teachers’ help and two          
years part-time language teaching experience, she decided to come         
and learn about the field that she loves- TESOL. She is graduating at             
the end of this year. 

It has been such a great experience, where she got to practice and             
reflect on what she had been doing in her own English classes. Many             
things her teachers used to do with her suddenly made much more            
sense! Also, it has prepared her to be a better teacher, not only             

theoretically but also practically. She has enjoyed every bit of this: from interacting within class               
to getting involved in SuBER twice! She also attended some great CATESOL events and learned               
so many practical matters from teachers in this field.  

After graduation, she hopes to work on opening her own language school back in her country                
where English training has a big market. She hopes to use what she has learned here and really                  
help English learners in China and introduce to them what English can offer.  

 

https://maps.google.com/?q=16715+Von+Karman+Avenue,+%23100,+Irvine,+CA+92606&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=16715+Von+Karman+Avenue,+%23100,+Irvine,+CA+92606&entry=gmail&source=g


 

Faculty   
Professor MJ Outcault-Hill took part in several trainings and workshops, including                     
Assessment and Institutional Research (AIR), Student Teaching Practicum Supervisor                 
overview to policies and procedures governing supervision of student teachers during their                       
practicum experience, and EdTPA Workshop. 

Professor Jennifer Hirashiki completed the AAC&U VALUE Institute Calibration training                   
and is now a certified VALUE Scorer.   

Dr. Sheila Corwin designed a CLIL (Content and Language Integrated Learning) course                       
which focuses on the country of Italy for content. The 5-day course includes important                           
people, places, and things that relate to known Italian cities (Palermo, Naples, Rome, Milan,                           
and Venice). This course will complement a content-based course which focuses on the                         
city of Florence as content. Both courses are taught in English to English language                           
teachers, living in Europe, who are mostly non-native speakers of English. 

Professor Julien Park was one of three lecturers for a workshop hosted by The Korea                             
Association of Child English,” which was held at Korea University on the 14th of July. Her                               
lecture was titled "Sentence Writing Know-how for Effective Teaching." 
 

 

Follow us on the COE Facebook Page 

Have anything to add to the next newsletter?  Please send updates to 
jenniferhirashiki@westcliff.edu 
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